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1.
Background
SA6 declared a working agreement in SA6#42-e meeting related to EDGEAPP work. It is published as working agreement #39 on the 3GPP website. The working agreement approves the pCR in S6-210730 to introduce a service-based representation of the EDGEAPP architecture.

2.
Details on the working agreement
2.1
Pursuit of consensus
The technical content approved by the working agreement was first presented in SA6#41-e as S6-210167 (revised to S6-210301). The contribution was discussed and garnered support during the SA6#41-e meeting, however, it was postponed to the SA6#42-e meeting for further discussions considering objection from a single company.

The authors worked offline between the meetings to improve the content. The contribution was re-submitted to SA6#42-e meeting as S6-210578 (later revised to S6-210730) with nine companies sourcing the content. The pCR was discussed during the email discussion period and only one company provided comments, which were addressed by the authors. During the final review period, only two companies expressed concerns.
Observation 1: The technical contents of the pCR approved as working agreement were subjected to substantial technical discussions over a period of two SA6 meetings. Only a small number of companies expressed concerns with the approach while a significant (and a consistent) number of companies were in favor of approving the pCR.
2.2
Working Agreement
Failing to see viability of technical consensus, the authors requested the SA6 Chair to explore a working agreement, which was supported by eleven companies and opposed by five companies, leading to the declaration of the working agreement.

Supporting companies:

AT&T, Qualcomm, T-Mobile, Convida, Nokia, Deutsche Telekom, Motorola Mobility, Ericsson, Intel, Motorola Solutions and Samsung.

Opposing companies:

Huawei, Hisilicon, China Telecom, ZTE and CATT.

Observation 2: Failing to see a way forward for technical consensus, authors requested for a working agreement, which resulted in a request for show of hands. Given the significantly large number of companies in support and a small number against, the SA6 Chair declared the working agreement.
2.3
Current status and working procedures
The working agreement has been published on the 3GPP website as working agreement #39:

	#
	text
	date of inclusion
	meeting at which created
	supporting TDoc
	challenge-by date
	challenge to be addressed at meeting
	status

	39
	The SA6 Chairman declared during SA6#42-e meeting that the pCR S6-210730 (Service-based interfaces interaction within EDGEAPP) was approved as a working agreement.
	2021-03-11
	SA6#42-e
	S6-210730
	2021-04-05
	SA6#42BIS-e
	Not yet challenged


As a consequence of this, a discussion paper, SP-210226, has been submitted to the SA plenary raising concerns on the pCR approved by the working agreement. 
However, the authors of the current paper believe that the arguments made in the aforementioned discussion paper are technically flawed. Any technical discussion required on the paper should be pursued in the upcoming SA6#42-bis-e. The companies that have co-signed this document will submit a detailed technical response to the next SA6 meeting - where the technical discussion belongs and where a decision will be taken.
Further, the working procedures provide the following guidance on Working Agreements:
-     The approach agreed to by the majority and documented in the working agreement must continue unimpeded.
-     Working agreements may be challenged, resulting in a formal vote.  This potential vote would be held at the next meeting of the WG or parent TSG (whichever comes first).  If the next meeting is less than 14 days after the establishment of the working agreement, then that meeting is skipped in determining the next meeting.  The meeting for potential voting is documented on the 3GPP working agreements page of the 3GPP web site (http://www.3gpp.org/TSG-Working-Agreements).

Observation 3: The working agreement has been declared and the working procedures require that the approach agreed is allowed to continue unimpeded (until successfully challenged). In addition, procedurally the challenge of the WA can only happen at the next SA6 meeting (i.e. SA6#42BIS-e), and not at SA Plenary.
Observation 4: The concerns raised against the approved SA6 pCR are technically flawed, and will be further discussed at the next SA6 meeting where a decision will be taken.
3. Proposal

Given that the working agreement has been declared by SA6 during SA6#42-e meeting, and the working procedures provide clear guidance on the process, the authors of this discussion paper suggest allowing the working agreement process run its due course in order to make progress in the interest of 3GPP.
As a result, the SA plenary is kindly requested to process the approval of TS 23.558 and allow SA6 to continue with the working agreement process. If required in the due course, SA6 will process a contribution to remove the content approved by the working agreement from the TS i.e. if the working agreement is challenged and overturned. This is an automatic process based on the 3GPP working procedures; rather than removing implementation of the pCR S6-210730 from the latest version of the TS 23.558, submitted for SA approval in SP-210175.
